
PRAYER In charity we pray for Paul Atkinson, Monica Peek & Margaret Bainbridge who died recently, 
and for those whose anniversaries occur.  
PRAYER FOR THE SICK Malou J Catapang, Clive McDonald, Virginia Masuda, Teresa Litong, Margaretha  
Elizabeth Roodt, Paul O’Ryan, Anthony Webster, Jim Newfield,  Corazon Andales, Marcia Healy, Maria 
Wang, Maria Jia, Jon Cruz, Francis Lionnet, Tony Ryan, Denis Trotman, John Slaven, Ken Sharkey, Liz 
Smith, Aurora Madrigal, Michael Dobbyn, Raphael Ponce, Rosemary Allardice, Mal Green, Sonia Lewis, 
Gerard & Jane McNaughten, , Jean Ulberg, Heather Gannon, Troy Angelo Madrigal, Celia McLoughlin,  
Clara Jung-Hwang, Gladys Lloyd, Elizabeth Hennelly, Rima Bennett, Belinda Chamassian, Jane Barrita, 
Joanne LeFort, Sahlee Q. Tayag. 

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, 10 DOMINION ST, TAKAPUNA  
 

Sunday Mass Times: Saturday 5pm, Sunday 7.30am, 10.30am (live-streamed) and 6pm 
Youth Mass: 3rd Sunday at 6pm 
Weekday Masses: Monday to Friday 9.15am (live-streamed) 
 

Saturday Mass 9.00am (live-streamed)  Reconciliation Saturday 9.30am 
Exposition and Holy Hour - every Saturday after 9am Mass 
 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH, CNR FENWICK AVE & SHAKESPEARE RD, MILFORD    Mass  
 Monday to Saturday 10am, Sunday at 9am, Reconciliation Friday after the 10am Mass  
 

NORTH SHORE HOSPITAL MASS - First Sunday of the month: 11.00am 
 

KOREAN COMMUNITY MASS - every Saturday at 7.30pm  

 

ST JOHN PAUL II - HOLY CROSS ANGLICAN CHURCH    
222 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, (access via Oteha Valley Rd. Extension)  Mass - Sunday at 5.30pm  

St Joseph’s Takapuna - Bank Account No.         
02 - 0108 - 0706814 - 000 

Sunday 21st December 2025 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

FIRST:     THE PROPHET ISAIAH 7:10-14`      PSALM:  24 
  SECOND:  LETTER OF THE ROMANS 1:1-7      GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 1:18-24 

Sunday 14th December 2025 - Third Sunday of Advent 

www.stjoseph.org.nz  

10 Dominion Street Takapuna 0622  

Parish Office:  09 489 6486 
Presbytery:  09 489 6338 

parishoffice@stjoseph.org.nz 

9am to 2.30pm Monday to Friday 

Morning Tea - In the hall after the 10:30am Mass 
and will be hosted by St. Vincent de Paul. 

KIDS KORNER AND PARENT PONDERINGS  
Celebrating 3rd SUNDAY of ADVENT 
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/CELEBRATING-3rd-SUNDAY-OF-
ADVENT.pdf 
A STRING OF BLUE BEADS https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/A-
String-of-Blue-Beads.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WAITING 
 
Is God a thing that can be grasped and known 
among other things? 
 
Is God less than a human person? 
 
We wait for each other! 
 
In the most intimate human loving there is ..  
not having, not knowing, waiting. 
 
God is infinitely hidden, free and incalculable. 
 
So we must wait for God in the most radical 
and absolute way. 

 

God is God for us just in so far as we do not 
possess Him. 

 

We have God through not having Him. 
 

PAUL TILLICH 

GAUDETE!    REJOICE!    HARI! 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
THE PROPHET ISAIAH 35:1-6, 10 
God is coming in person to rescue us.. 
we dance!  we sing! 
 
PSALM 145 
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is God who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 
 
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. 
 
It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. 
 

THE LETTER OF ST JAMES 5:7-10  
With patience we await God’s coming 
 
MATTHEW 11:2-11  
John the Baptist dies in prison - still pondering 
the mysteriousness of Jesus? 
 
 

 

Contact Us       

Mons. David Tonks davidtonks@cda.org.nz Fr Mark Bond   frmarkb@stjoseph.org.nz 

Fr Emile Frische mhmemile1970@gmail.com Donna-Mari Noble parishoffice@stjoseph.org.nz 

Edwin Macmac pastoral@stjoseph.org.nz Alex Andales avtech@stjoseph.org.nz 

Hendro 
Wongsohardjo 

finance@stjoseph.org.nz Gabrielle Nicholson music@stjoseph.org.nz 

Jeffrey Santos property@stjoseph.org.nz Carlo Cruz safeguarding@stjoseph.org.nz 

Dcn Stephen Fraser stephenf@cda.org.nz Youth Core Team  youth@stjoseph.org.nz 

Dcn Butch Rafols mjrafols@gmail.com Fr Daniel Kulangara danielkulangara@gmail.com 
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MASS INTENTIONS NOTICE - Kindly 
email these  directly to           

parishoffice@stjoseph.org.nz. 

RITE II RECONCILIATIONS NORTH SHORE   
PARISHES COMING UP IN DECEMBER AT 7PM: 
 St. Mary’s, Northcote -Tues. 16 Dec. 
 St. Thomas More, Glenfield - Wed. 

17 Dec. 
 Maria Assumpta Parish, Beach   

Haven - Fri. 19 Dec. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSES - end of day Tuesday 23rd December & re-opens Thursday 22nd January 2026. 
Readings & roster reminders will still go out every Monday for the upcoming weekend.  

Takapuna LifeTeen Summer Camp 2026: Your home away from home! Join us for a powerful           
one-week summer camp experience from January 18-22, 2026, at the beautiful Sonshine Ranch in            
Clevedon. This incredible adventure is open to students in Years 9-13. Registrations now open HERE 
where you'll find all the details you need, including camp dates, pricing, and much more information or 
email youth@stjoseph.org.nz for more details. We  extend our sincere gratitude to the parish of St.    
Joseph’s Takapuna, our primary funder, as well as our other donors and fundraising champions who help 
make Takapuna Summer Camp 2026 possible. To help cover remaining costs, each camper contributes a 
small fee.  

CATHOLIC CARING FOUNDATION’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL - Give a gift to help families and people in need. 
Please support the Caring Foundation’s Christmas appeal through your donations & prayers.  Your donation 
will have double the impact! “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  Take home 
our donation card, or visit www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360 3012.  DE PAUL HOUSE CHRISTMAS APPEAL - De Paul House will be supporting over 330 children and 242 adults & 

seniors. Any help with their Christmas Appeal for gifts/toys/gift vouchers or food would be most            
appreciated.  Help us bring the joy of Christmas & the hope of the season to those most vulnerable in our 
society, homeless and financially poor.  See the poster displayed on our notice boards for all the details of 
what & how to donate. May you and your family be blessed with the joy, peace & hope of Christmas. 
De Paul House 92 Onewa Road, Northcote.  Ph 4805959 admin@depaulhouse.org.nz * We’ll be          
collecting donations for De Paul House until Friday the 19th December. You are welcome to bring 
them to the Parish office. 

THIS PAST SUNDAY - Young leaders of the     
Diocese of Auckland received the Tu   
Kahikatea Awards. Congratulations to 
Shannelle Fassioms, Nicole Lay &      
Matthew Lay from St. Joseph’s Parish. 
Pictured left with Bishop Steve Lowe who 
celebrated the Mass.  

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR SAMOA - Students at Marist Brothers Primary in Apia are keen to learn music 
but lack musical instruments. If you have any spare ones at home - particularly recorders, ukuleles, guitars, 
keyboards & small speakers or anything brass please contact Peter Garrick petergarrick20@gmail.com  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES 
St. Joseph’s Church 
 Christmas Eve Mass 6pm -        

preceded by carols at 5:30pm. 
 Midnight Mass, 12am - preceded by 

carols at 11.30pm 
 Christmas Day Mass 7.30am and 

10.30am - preceded by carols. 
 New Year’s Eve 10.30pm Mass. 
 New Year’s Day 10.30am Mass. 
St. Vincent de Paul Church 
 Christmas Eve Mass 6pm -        

preceded by carols at 5:30pm. 
 Christmas Day 9.00am - preceded 

by carols. 
 New Year’s Day 9.00am. 
Holy Cross Church Albany 
 Christmas Eve Mass 8.00pm. 

APARTMENT AVAILABLE FOR RENT FROM 
1 FEBRUARY 2026 - Semi-furnished 2 X 
double bedrooms, 1 bathroom &    
kitchenette available on the North 
Shore. Suit working professionals. 

Kindly contact Rosa on 027 278 7403.  

CARMEL COLLEGE ENROLMENTS FOR 2027 - Open 27 
January 2026.  Close 13 March 2026. Questions to 
Jane Meurant admin@carmel.school.nz 

ST. JOSEPH’S GIFT SHOP - As the NZ distributor for St Pauls Publications Australia, we are pleased to inform 
you that the New updated version of the "ST PAULS SUNDAY MISSAL", as well as Pope Leo XIV's new 
Apostolic Exhortation to all Christians, "DILEXI TE", is now available. Bring in this newsletter before the end 
of January to get 10% off the above two books. We will close on 24th December at 2pm, and will re-open on 
12th January at 10am. To see our new arrivals please visit: https://stjosephscentre.co.nz/collections/new-
arrivals. "Supplying quality Christian & Catholic products for every need". 253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, 
Auckland 0632 (Opposite Albany Toyota) 09 489 5613 | www.stjosephscentre.co.nz 

JOIN OUR MISSION TO SERVE LIFE & 
FAMILY - Family Life International NZ 
seeking an Operations Manager to 
support the daily operations of our     
pro-life, pro-family mission. Suits    
person with strong organisational    
abilities, solid business skills 
& a heart for service. EOI to 
contact Michelle Kaufman 
michelle@fli.org.nz.  

2026 AUCKLAND CLERGY APPOINTMENTS 
Beach Haven Parish Priest - Fr Mathew Vadakkevettuvazhiyil 
Cathedral Assistant Priest - Fr Mark Bond  
Panguru, Mid North, Kerikeri-Waitaruke  
Parish Priest - Fr Bang Dinh MSC  
Assistant Priests - Fr Hoang Nguyen MSC; Fr Vu Nguyen MSC  
Orakei Assistant Priest (and St Heliers/Glendowie)- Fr Ryan Sy  
Orakei Parish Priest (and St Heliers/Glendowie) - Msgr Bernard 
Keily  
Otara - Clover Park Assistant Priest - Fr Aleki 
Piula  
Papakura Parish Priest - Fr Tony King-Archer  
Takapuna Assistant Priest - Fr Glenn Lowe SDB  
Retiring - Fr Pat Brady; Fr Soane Lomu SM  

FAREWELL TO FR. MARK BOND - Sunday 
1st February 2026 10:30am Mass & 

morning tea in the St. Joseph’s Hall. 
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